
By Christina Santoni

n Thursday,April 25th, volunteers
and staff of Jug Bay Wetlands

Sanctuary gathered in Annapolis to applaud
former FOJB president Doug Kuzmiak as he
received the Governor’s Volunteer and
Service Award. Doug was one of 39 people
selected from more then 220 volunteers
nominated from all over the state, and one of
four winners in the Environmental category

As Doug’s name was called, he shook
the hands of Lt. Governor Kathleen
Kennedy Townsend and Lynn Bopp, the
Executive Director of the Governor’s Office
of Service and Volunteerism and received an
engraved silver plate.The master of
ceremonies briefly noted Doug’s
accomplishments. If all of Doug’s
accomplishments had been mentioned, the
handshakes may have lasted quite a while! 

Doug’s volunteer career at the
Sanctuary started in 1989, and since then he
has logged hundreds of hours working to
further the sanctuary’s goals. In 1995, he was
elected to the FOJB Board and worked
tirelessly on behalf of the Sanctuary and its
educational programs. In 1996, he was
elected president, and was subsequently re-
elected five more times. Under his
leadership, the FOJB organization achieved
may significant victories. Membership in the
FOJB increased greatly, and donations rose
dramatically, enabling the FOJB to support
new educational initiatives. He also
spearheaded a fundraising drive that raised
$50,000 for the exciting interactive wetlands
exhibit found in the visitor’s center.

In 2000, after more than a year of
work, he secured an $18,000 grant from the
Rauch Foundation in New York foundation
to support the Jug Bay Fellowship program
for university interns.This allowed the
FOJB to provide increased stipends for
highly-grateful students to participate in the
Sanctuary’s research program. But this was
not his only major endeavor. For another
two years, he led a grass roots effort to
persuade Governor Glendening and County

Executive Janet Owens
to preserve more then
600 acres of riverfront
land on the Patuxent
River that was
threatened by
development.These efforts culminated in
the purchase of this land, which is now
known as the Parris N. Glendening Nature
Preserve at Jug Bay.This purchase doubled
the Sanctuary size to 1,250 acres.

After the awards ceremony Doug’s
supporters congratulated him during the
outdoor reception. Doug explained that
when he first saw his award letter in the
envelope, he didn’t realize what it was. He
had recently returned from Afghanistan,
and while sorting through his mail he put

it aside without reading it. Coming across
the letter again, he noticed that
“Congratulations” was written at the top
and thought that he should read it to see
what he was being congratulated for. Doug
was very surprised and honored by
receiving the Governor’s Volunteer and
Service Award.

We would like to congratulate Doug
again for this elite award and to thank him
for all his hard work and dedication over the
past 13 years! 
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Eagle Scout Projects, Cleanups
Enhance the Preserve
By Christina Santoni

Thanks to the hard work of volunteers and several Eagle scouts and their troops,
the Parris N. Glendening Nature Preserve at Jug Bay is beginning to be transformed to
a visitor-friendly preserve. Eagle scout Bobby Klosowski and his troop from Cheverly,
Maryland, cleared an area at the edge of a large open field of fallen trees and branches,
took down dead trees that were in danger of falling, removed barbed wire, cleared
debris, laid mulch, and built a bench that will provide a shady resting area for hikers
and other visitors to the new Preserve.

Chris Boyer, a Jug Bay volunteer and Eagle scout, surveyed the 610-acre preserve
to locate unwanted items, including 19 old deer stands and large trash piles. Chris also
located, identified, and measured the preserve’s largest trees.The trees, deer stands, and
trash piles were marked on a map with the Global Positioning Systems that Chris pur-
chased and donated to the Sanctuary.

In addition to Eagle Scout projects, five cleanups have improved the appearance
and safety of the Preserve.Volunteers picked up trash along the service road to prevent
it from being swept into Galloway Creek, collecting 21 bags of recycling, seven bags of
trash, and 22 old tires.At the Preserve, they also removed fallen fences, barbed wire, and
unwanted shrubs; cleaned out barns; tore down dog houses; and took many loads of
trash to the dump. Many thanks to the volunteers and scouts for their hard work.

Doug Kuzmiak Wins Governor’s Volunteer and
Service Award

Former FOJB president,
Doug Kuzmiak (right) with
new FOJB president Bill
Steiner at Governor’s
Volunteer and Service
Awards ceremony.
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