
By Evelyn Klahr
Mayo Elementary School Teacher

here better to go in Southern
Maryland with a class of

inquisitive students who have spent
much of their second grade year learning
about mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians,
fish, and invertebrates, than to Jug Bay
Wetlands Sanctuary? These wetlands are just
the place for children to have hands-on
experiences and see animals they may never
have seen before except in books.

The second grade students from Mayo
Elementary School have been enjoying this
experience at Jug Bay for the last three or
four years as one of our annual field trips.
Each year, the students always seem to talk
about this trip the longest. Not only is the
rustic setting of the facility, with its beautiful
animal and nature displays, a drawing card,
but so are the wonderful and caring
naturalists waiting to work with the group of
children. In fact, the whole day is planned to

coincide with the classroom curriculum.
And, would you believe the cost of this fine
trip is only $1.00 per student? 

The sponsoring teacher is asked to
attend a planning workshop with naturalists
at the Sanctuary to discuss field trip
activities available to support the county’s
curriculum and to fulfill state assessment
standards.After I request a date for the trip
and that request is granted, the naturalists
help me  decide what the students will see,
do, and experience that day (rain or shine!).

My second graders have discovered
wonderful invertebrates using nets at the
pond.They have seen nests with young
osprey and watched the osprey dive into
the water to catch and successfully carry
away their prey. My students have taken
nature walks along the Patuxent River,
exploring the wetland terrain.They have
learned to identify various animals they
have studied in the classroom.They have
been introduced to a variety of turtles and
learned a great deal about these amazing

reptiles.They’ve learned about the food
chain by playing games.They have touched
the fur of mammals and tried to identify
what animal it was. Some of my students
have been lucky enough to see a snake
sunning itself on a dry log on a spring
morning.

When it’s time to come back to school,
the students seem to bring back a much
deeper  understanding of nature because
they were able to experience it first-hand.
But the experience does not end when the
field trip of over. In the classroom, the
students begin to write and draw and do
independent research on their own.

There is no question in my mind that I
will go back every year if the Sanctuary will
allow me to come and bring my students.
Time shared in places like this
environmental Sanctuary gives children the
opportunity to see for themselves the
wonders of nature and to learn the
importance of taking care of our precious
environment.
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was it preventing him
from getting wet, but it
will also be providing “a
safe experience for
[visitors] walking on it.”

When asked about
his overall experience,
John said,“I am very
satisfied with my project, for I
feel it was very successful.With
Jug Bay, communication with the
staff was very easy and the people
there were very helpful. I will
definitely recommend Jug Bay as
a site for future projects by other
scouts from Troop 840.”

John’s engineering of the
gate, the swamp blind door, and
the swamp blind boardwalk was
well organized and professional.
On behalf of Jug Bay Wetlands
Sanctuary, we would like to
acknowledge John’s hard work
and thank him for choosing to
complete his project here at Jug
Bay.

Check Out the New Eagle
Scout Project!
By Jamie Zambo

Although the cold winter weather usually slows things down
here at Jug Bay, an Eagle Scout from Troop 840, Harwood, MD,
was working on his project full speed! John Gillespie, who was
also a member of our “Teen Adventure” group this past summer,
completed his Eagle Scout project this past December.

Taking on an Eagle Scout project is not a simple task. Once
a scout discusses project ideas and building logistics with Doug
Willis, Superintendent of Maintenance, he is responsible for
putting the whole project together, including the materials and all
of the volunteers. John felt this helped develop his management
and leadership skills greatly.

John decided to tackle two different projects. First, he created
and built a new gate at the Glendening Preserve, located just past
the original gate off Wrighton Road. He feels the gate  will
improve the Sanctuary because it “will provide a barrier to
vehicular traffic when a parking lot is installed at the Glendening
Preserve, thus preserving the forests within the preserve.”

He also built a new door for the swamp blind and rebuilt the
boardwalk that wraps around the blind (see photos below).
Finishing the boardwalk the most satisfying part of his project,
John said, because he could walk on it, knowing that not only
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New boardwalk and door to
Swamp Blind built by Eagle
Scout John Gillespie


