
f you visit the Sanctuary in winter, you
can’t help but notice the immense flock

of gulls that assembles on the marsh in the
afternoon.We’ve often puzzled over the
reasons we are graced with thousands of
Ring-billed and Herring Gulls loafing on
our doorstep. In terms of overall numbers,
gulls dominate the waterbird community
here. Our location is a way station in the
daily commute that gulls make between
their lunch spot at a landfill in Prince
George’s County and their bedroom
community on the open waters of the
Chesapeake Bay to our east. But exactly
what are the gulls doing on Jug Bay? We
rarely observed them foraging here.

Enter Bard College graduate student
Lora Wondolowski. Lora spent six months,
spotting scope and notebook in hand,
meticulously observing the gulls from the
Observation Deck as they whiled away the
hours on the mudflats.The results of her
study were published in her master’s thesis in
2002 (Diurnal Activity Patterns of Wintering
Gulls at Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary,
Maryland). Lora determined that bathing,
drinking and preening were the activities

that dominated the gulls time at Jug Bay.The
mudflats and deeper water are strategically
located along their route and provide useful
habitat needed by gulls.There’s plenty of
space to spread out, commune with one
another, keep an eye out for predators (Bald
Eagles!) and re-hydrate after a tough day
dodging bulldozers and each other at the
dump. Garbage also leaves a dry taste in the
mouth so the freshwater at Jug Bay must be
refreshing.As dusk approaches they often
arise en masse and depart to the east, calling

loudly as they go. Lora also discovered that
the younger gull age classes linger longer
into the spring than do the adults.Adults
need to migrate earlier to fly north and west
to their breeding grounds while the “kids”
can hang out here longer as they have no
such reproductive responsibilities yet. So
next time you visit in the fall or winter, take
some time to observe the gulls and gain new
insights into the behavior of some very
interesting animals! 

M A R S H  N O T E S

By Chris Swarth 

n March, I attended a workshop spon-
sored by Maryland Cooperative Extension

(University of Maryland) on Suburban Deer
Management. Experts from Maryland’s
Department of Natural Resources, Howard
County Department of Parks, and Rutgers
University, made a number of excellent
presentations.As many of you know, white-
tailed deer have exceeded the carrying
capacity in many areas. Evidence for over-
population includes a conspicuous browse
line along forest/field edges, loss of succulent
(and sometimes rare) herbs in our woods,
lack of tree regeneration, trampled and
nibbled suburban gardens, and a high rate of
vehicle-deer collisions. Deer carcasses along
our highways are an increasingly common

sight. Deer are also vectors for
Lyme Disease.To address the
problems caused by over-popula-
tion, Maryland’s extension
service has taken a leading role in
promoting the use of managed
hunting to hold deer populations
in check.

Howard County parks staff
have surveyed county residents
about hunting in their parks, and
they have implemented hunts in
some parklands.We may be doing the same
at Jug Bay in the future. In 2001, we took
over management of 600 acres of forest,
now known as the Glendening Preserve.
Prior to this, a group of men hunted deer
in the woods here for almost 20 years.With

this hunting pressure eliminated, the deer
population will certainly grow.We will be
speaking with State agencies, our neighbors
and the County Council to examine the
use of limited managed hunting to control
the deer in the Sanctuary.
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Deer, when too numerous, eliminate low vegetation
in the forest.


